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The Meaning of Two Langston Hughes’ Poems
Any work of poetry opens itself to numerous meanings. Even though it is difficult to pin down a single definitive meaning of a poem, but here is my take on two of Langston Hughes’ poems, Afro-American Fragment and Genius Child. 
Meaning of Afro-American Fragment
The poem Afro-American Fragment is an expression of a person longing for his home. Hughes depicts how the African American forefathers who were brought to America long for their homeland, Africa. Hughes explains how most of them have started to forget about their homelands. They rely only on “history books and their songs” to remember their homeland (Hughes 5-6). They can no longer speak their native languages, but instead speak “un-Negro tongue,” which is English (Hughes 9). The poem is a reminder of the slavery period in the 17th century when Africans were sold in America. The poem brings back the memory of the homeland of the African American forefathers. The African Americans who cannot go back to their forefathers' homeland as well as stay in the country they are mistreated by the whites; feel that they have been displaced.  
Meaning of Genius Child
On the other hand, the poem Genius Child talks about how the society treats a child with gifted mental capabilities. The genius child in the poem is treated with a lot of suspicion and fear from the members of the society, who relates it to “an eagle” or “a monster” (Hughes 8-10). Hughes tries to depict that the society is suspicious of the genius child not because he is a monster they think, but because of the changes he is about to bring threatens them. Hughes depicts the difficulties in handling a child with mental capabilities. Hughes explains that "nobody loves a genius child" because he is incapable of being controlled (Hughes 5). The final line of the poem depicts the attitude of the society towards children with mental capabilities. Genius children offer the society hope and potential to realize a meaningful change. But, instead, they are perceived as monsters that deserve to be killed as the poet writes “kill him-and let his soul run wild” (Hughes 13). This demonstrates how society fears change and how such suspicion can result in violence to maintain the status quo.
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